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An Opinion by Ewan Hoyle: a Reboot* Member and an ex-
Scottish Liberal Democrat 

Scotland has spoken. It has delivered an emphatic message about what it demands for its 

future. And that message is that half the country supports independence  - and half the 

country doesn't. 

The pro-independence parties combined achieved 49% in the constituencies and 50.1% in 

the regional list. The fact that these votes have (just about) delivered a pro-independence 

majority has nevertheless caused Nicola Sturgeon to state  

“...There is simply no democratic justification whatsoever for Boris Johnson or anyone 

else seeking to block the right of the people of Scotland to choose our future.”  

She's not messing about. 

Sturgeon went on to predict the future of the United Kingdom and its government: 

"But while we have obviously focussed this weekend on our own election results, the 

results south of the border reveal an important truth about Scotland and the rest of 

the UK. 

"The majority of people in Scotland back a progressive, inclusive, outward looking  

vision for the future of our nation. 

"And yet we are facing many more years of right-wing Brexit-obsessed Tory           

governments that we don’t vote for, taking us in a direction we haven’t chosen. And 

that brings into sharp focus the key question we posed at this election - how do we 

best secure the kind of country we want to build?” 
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Nicola Sturgeon eloquently contrasts Scotland's progressive vision with that of Tory       

governments at Westminster. Escape from right-wing Tory rule is the reason she gives for 

the independence mission.  

But we know that the UK is not a conservative country. The UK popular vote has             

supported progressive majorities in every election since the war. All except one. In 2015 

the combined vote of the Tories, UKIP and the DUP took the right into the majority for the 

first time in over 70 years. What was different about 2015 was the meteoric rise of the SNP 

after the 2014 independence referendum. The UK electorate didn't want a party in power 

that wanted to disband the United Kingdom. Faced with a Tory ad campaign placing Ed 

Miliband snugly in Alex Salmond's pocket, the electorate lost their appetite for supporting 

a Labour party that was looking very likely to need the SNP's support to take power. 

Nicola Sturgeon doesn't want the people of Scotland to know this, but the majority of 

people in England back a progressive, inclusive, outward looking vision for the future of 

their nation too, and the strength of the SNP is a major factor in stopping them achieving 

that vision. 

Just as the anti-Independence vote in Scotland is divided between three parties in the 

constituencies (so allowing the pro-Independence parties to win a 15 seat majority on 49-

51% of the vote), the progressive vote in the UK is divided between Labour, the Lib Dems 

and, increasingly, the Greens. Boris Johnson's Conservatives can romp to an 80 seat ma-

jority on 43.6% of the vote as a result. Not because the UK is a conservative country, but 

because the UK has an unequivocally dreadful electoral system which distorts the prefer-

ences of the electorate in favour of anyone who can unite the right. 

 
Scotland will continue to support the SNP and independence and the UK will continue 

electing the Conservatives until the left and centre realise we need radical change. 

Someone needs to have sufficient vision and wisdom to unite the left and centre behind 

a plan to reform the electoral system to one which gives the all the UK’s nations (maybe 

even regions) the governments it both wants and deserves.  

 
 



While Scotland embarks upon another five years of constitutional bickering with the UK 

government, the Labour party appears to be embarking upon yet more years of internal 

bickering.  And while it does so, Labour is not in a position to become the next govern-

ing party of the UK, and the Scottish people see no route out of being governed by right

-wing populists as a result.  

 

There is only one thing that Keir Starmer could do that could make him Prime Minister. It 

could also unite current Labour members in common purpose, and that could allow the 

Scots to see a permanent route out of majority Tory rule without independence. 

 

Keir Starmer needs to propose that all of UK politics that sits to the left of the Conserva-

tive party unites to stand one constituency champion against each Conservative (and 

SNP) candidate at the next election.  

 

Keir Starmer needs to embrace the clamour for proportional representation that is 

spreading throughout his party and make it one of the key policies that would be  

delivered in the next Parliament. 

 

And Keir Starmer needs to address the infighting in the Labour party by announcing its 

dissolution. The Labour party has floundered as an inconsistent brand for too long. It 

needs to be two consistent brands with distinct agendas that can unite and motivate all 

members of the Labour movement behind defeating Boris Johnson? Labour will never 

win again by only motivating half of its membership while alienating the other half. 



Reboot is a roadmap to re-

claim democracy—a rallying 

point for progressives to cam-

paign for a new government 

capable of fixing Britain. We 

have outlined TEN changes to 

reform our country. This is a 

draft agenda for the next Govt 

to deliver a citizens democra-

cy. We are a membership or-

ganization and not a pollical 

party. Join us. 

Reboot* began when two old friends, Liz Crosbie and Lyn Dade, 
got fed up with moaning on Twitter and decided to try and      
Intervene with a positive agenda for change.  The idea was to 
plant a banner in the ground around which progressives could 
gather. A place where together we can imagine what a better 
Britain fit for the 21st century could look like.  

We know many people who feel the same about our politics and 
our institutions but need a place to start to build a coherent     
alternative. We don't have all the answers - far from it - but we 
know many others that do.  

There are thousands of dedicated activists with expertise in all 
areas of our chosen agenda – the TEN -  from constitutional 
geeks to legal advocates wanting to deliver the rule of law and 
justice.  The world is not short of policy ideas, just political will. 

Be the change you want to see in the world and join us.  

Who Are We? 


